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welcome
Welcome to the latest edition of our
newspaper which, we hope, will provide
you with a record of the autumn term
2015 as well as affording glimpses of the
famous Hall boy ‘joie de vivre’!
We are a busy, bustling community and
the autumn term has accommodated an
extraordinary range of activity, initiative
and achievement in which we have all
taken great delight. The reports and
features contained in this edition illustrate
the breadth and diversity of opportunity
that is at the very heart of what we share
with the boys at all stages of their time
at the school. We hope especially that
the images and words contained herein
will enable insights into the affection and
fun underpinning The Hall learning and
teaching activities!
My thanks go to everyone in our school
community who creates these stimulating
and varied opportunities. Happy reading!
Chris Godwin
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Music
The Hall Music School
Dr. Willem Steyn

The club is open for everyone to attend
on a weekly basis, or to drop in if a boy
needs help in only a certain aspect of their
preparation – topics discussed are
printed in the newsletter.

The new academic year in The Hall Music School has
commenced at a great pace. Our aim for the year is to be as
transparent as possible and to keep the Hall learning community
as well informed about our activities as we can. Over 400 lessons
and 45 music groups are scheduled on a weekly basis, and it
is therefore critical that everyone knows exactly where they
fit into the bigger picture. We have started to publish a weekly
newsletter that is distributed to parents in the middle and senior
school on Friday afternoons, containing key information on
what to expect during the coming week. An information booklet
has also been mailed to all families to provide an overview of
all the ensembles, concerts, examination support, changes in
lesson times/days, and forthcoming events. It also includes a
community section where parents can list old instruments that
they wish to sell or advertise concerts in the area that might be
of interest to the boys.

examinations at the end of every term. There is also a new
Theory Club on Tuesday afternoons to assist boys in their
preparations for the ABRSM Grade V theory examination. The
club is open for everyone to attend on a weekly basis, or to drop
in if a boy needs help in only a certain aspect of their preparation
– topics discussed are printed in the newsletter. We have also
organised extra informal concerts before examinations to give
boys the opportunity to perform pieces in public before sitting
an examination. Some of these concerts will be on different
days from next term onwards to allow boys with standing
commitments on Wednesdays to have a chance to participate as
well. We are also preparing boys for music scholarship auditions
by organising extra concerts, as well as providing assistance with
aural tests and some essential interview advice.
Every year group will also have one music trip each year. The
Year 5’s had a very interesting trip to the Handel House Museum
in Mayfair, while the Year 6’s have enjoyed a Gamelan workshop
at the Southbank Centre as part of their world music topic.

Further initiatives include a more extended examination
support facility. Boys will have at least two separate sessions
to work on their aural skills in a group context before external
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There are a few new events in the
spring term to look out for:

hall school music

Competitions

The former Chamber Music Competition
will take place in the form of a Chamber Festival this year. Boys
will have master classes with an external chamber music expert
and will all perform in an evening concert that is planned to
celebrate this extraordinary tradition of the school. The date and
venue of this prestigious event will be published in the Spring
Term Calendar.

Middle School Music
Competition winners

The Jazz Concert in the spring term will take place on
Monday 8 February at The Forge (a live music venue in Delancey
Street, Camden Town) and will be opened by staff members in
the Jazz Department. All four of our jazz bands will participate.
Please keep an eye on the weekly newsletter and website for
details on how to obtain tickets.

String: Oscar Dyble
Woodwind: Kristof Sitanyi
Brass: Will Haywood
Piano: Luqmaan Markar
Contemporary: Kabir Mukherjee
Voice: Joshua Abrams
Overall winner: Luqmaan Markar

the big sing
Boys from year 3-8 will come together on the penultimate day of the
spring term for an evening concert to celebrate the 90th birthday of
the Queen. Chapel Choir will treat us with a performance of Handel’s
Coronation Anthems (including the majestic Zadok the Priest, while
the whole school will join in with a few patriotic hymns and songs,
accompanied by a full professional orchestra and the magnificent
organ of St Michael’s Highgate. There will also be readings organised
by the Drama Department, including a reading by the celebrated
actress Helen McRory. To make this evening a success, we will need
all boys to be present. Please keep 22 March 2016 reserved for one
of the highlights in the Music School’s calendar and a wonderful way
to celebrate the end of term. In the summer term, we will celebrate
music at The Hall with a concert showcasing the wide variety of
music groups at the school, as well as boys who have been awarded
music scholarships at their future schools. More details will follow.

Senior School Music
Competition winners
String: Joseph Sun
Woodwind: David Liu
Brass: Lachlan Budd
Piano: Yonni Kobrin
Contemporary: Jake McDermid
Voice: Stuart Hay
Overall winner: Joseph Sun

Boys were enthralled by the working mechanism of our Blüthner
grand piano in the Cooper Hall, explained by an expert piano
technician from Hamburg, Mr Jan Kittel.

www.hallschool.co.uk
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Chapel Choir

Gamelan Music

Paul Dean

Mark Morris

Towards the start of term I auditioned about 120
boys from Years 4 – 8. From those I have been
delighted to be able to offer George Chacksfield,
Theo Crown, Ryan Davey, Darshy Pandey and Haris
Polychronopoulos places in the choir.

Ridiculously big (in size).
Amazingly big (in sound).
Superbly big (in possibilities).

Once again the Chapel Choir are having a busy
time this term. We were delighted to be invited
back to sing choral evensong in the beautiful
surroundings of St Michael’s Church, Highgate just
before half term. As in previous years, the church
kindly served tea and cake which went down well
with parents and boys alike!
On the first day back after half term the boys gave
a liturgical performance of Fauré’s Requiem at St
Mary’s Church, Paddington Green. The boys sang
beautifully and special mention should go to Wilkie
Dent who sang the solo movement ‘Pie Jesu’ during
communion.
The final event of term is the Carol Service – a
musical highlight in the calendar combining old
favourites with one or two less familiar gems. A
lovely way to finish off the choir term!

That is a brief description of the gamelan, an Indonesian communal
instrument, and the style of the music it makes. Our trip to the South Bank
centre, where all the year 6 boys played the gamelan, couldn’t be more simply
described than what I am about to say:
		Engagement

Opportunities

Fun

The gamelan has a complicated structure, requiring many different objects to
make one instrument. There is the gong, which is nice to hear if you are at least
3 metres away from it! Then there are the smaller gongs
(kompuls), which make a pleasant noise (I recommend to be
at least 1 metre away). There are the kenongs, which make
my favourite sound (a nice “nong”). There are also sarons,
bonangs, and much more!
I think that when it comes to variety the gamelan wins it all.
From big gongs, to buffalo-horn beaters, to kettle pot bells,
it is obvious to see how it surpasses all other instruments. It
is lovely how you can play the gamelan together, each note
playing its own part, each note working together, creating
the music that we know as gamelan.

Junior School Music

The music department of the Junior School has been very busy this
term with over 110 instrumental lessons taking place each week,
in addition to the music-making taking place in lessons, String
Orchestra and Y3 choir. The highlights so far this year include the
string orchestra’s polished performance at the Special Assembly at
the end of half-term andthe four fantastic instrumental concerts
for Year 2 and 3. These featured over 80 boys, with several students
performing pieces on two instruments.

Patrick Richmond

Boys are now busily rehearsing for the Reception and Year 1 Plays
and the Junior School Carol Service. As there have been more
woodwind and brass players this year in the Junior School, a wind
ensemble has been formed. Their first performance will be at the
Carol Service. There will be additional opportunities for more
pupils to start flute, clarinet and brass lessons in January – please
see Mr Richmond if interested.
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Visit to Royal Festival Hall Concert
Joseph Sun

On Friday 23rd October, 5 potential music scholars including
myself attended a performance of the London Philharmonic
Orchestra at the Royal Festival Hall. Georges Bizet’s Symphony,
Maurice Joseph Ravel’s Piano Concerto and Camille Saint-Saëns’
Organ Symphony were all performed at a high standard. The
three composers were all French Romantic era composers. The
performance left us with many thoughts and with a lot to take away.

piano part. The piece started with a whiplash sound and snare
drum roll and as the movement developed, the piece became
slightly similar to Gershwin’s famous Rhapsody in Blue. The
Adagio Assai followed which was a slower movement, and then
the Presto which was much quicker. Due to the Presto’s shortness,
the orchestra repeated the piece as an ‘encore’ after the initial
performance.

The interval provided the group to take a break and buy some ice
cream, before it was time to go back to the concert hall for the
Saint-Saëns’ Organ Symphony. Saint-Saëns’ Symphony in C minor,
usually known as the Organ Symphony for good reason, included
a massive organ which produced a similarly gargantuan sound.
The Symphony is a very rousing piece and the audience obviously
felt the effects with a standing ovation at the end of the piece. The
piece was in 2 movements and had the following structure:
Adagio – Allegro moderato – Poco adagio
Allegro moderato – Presto – Maestoso – Allegro

Bizet’s Symphony was composed 4 days
after his 17th birthday and was composed
as an assignment to his teacher, Charles
Gounod at the Paris Conservatoire
The concert kicked off with Bizet’s Symphony. Bizet’s Symphony
was composed 4 days after his 17th birthday and was composed
as an assignment to his teacher, Charles Gounod at the Paris
Conservatoire. The piece included 4 movements: Allegro Vivo,
Adagio, Menuetto (Scherzo) and Allegro Vivace (Finale) with the
first and last in sonata form. It was said that this Symphony mimics
the Symphony in D by Gounod composed a year before Bizet’s.

The style could be compared to that of Mendelssohn’s with the
first movement starting slow and becoming quick before finishing
slowly. The 2nd movement was quickly played with rapid piano
four-hands.
I would like to thank Dr. Steyn and the music department for
creating this wonderful opportunity for us and I’m sure everyone
would say that this event was hugely enjoyable and a great
experience. I hope that boys will have such opportunities in the
future.

Next came Ravel’s Piano Concerto, the first of two that Ravel
composed. Ravel was often associated with Impressionism along
with the famous composer Debussy. The Concerto was greatly
influenced by jazz, shown by the carefree and sometimes light

www.hallschool.co.uk
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The Handel House Museum
William Palmer

A few weeks ago Year 5 went to the Handel House Museum. The
museum itself was where Handel’s old house was. To get there
we took the tube from Swiss Cottage where we had a small wait
while the teachers (Mr Telfer, Miss Lewis-Williams, Dr Steyn,
Mr Wilson and Mr Dean) sorted out our school ticket. When we
reached Bond Street station half of us went with Mr Telfer and
the other half went with Dr Steyn. First I will tell you about Mr
Telfer’s group. Mr Telfer took us on a very informative walking
tour of Mayfair and on the way he stopped us a few times to
tell us about the architecture and history of the area. We learnt
about how the Grosvenor family bought the area and kept
modernising it.
When we reached a church, St George’s Hanover Square, Miss
Lewis-Williams gave us some sketch books and told us to go
anywhere in the church to sketch interesting parts of it. The
church had lots of panels around saying the names of different
churchwardens. It also had some beautiful chandeliers. After a
lovely time exploring and drawing we left the church and had
lunch in a room behind the Grosvenor Chapel.
Then the groups swapped round and got to experience what
the other had in the morning. This meant that we went to the
museum. First we went to Handel’s performance room. Here we
met a man with whom we looked at rhythm and different sounds.
We got into groups and made two sounds using our bodies, for
example, by hitting our knees. Then he chose a few of us and
the chosen boys got to conduct our small ensemble. We made a
different range of sounds including tuneful and horrible sounds.
He also played us a piece of music by Handel on the harpsichord.
It was called the Coronation Anthem. Then we went upstairs to
a room which was Handel’s bedroom. There we learnt about the
clothes of that era and even tried some on ourselves. We dressed
up as certain people and acted out the coronation of King
George II in 1727 whilst the Coronation Anthem played in the
background. Overall everyone had an excellent time. I would like
to thank all the parents and teachers who accompanied us and
especially Dr Steyn for organising the trip.
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Special Feature
Computing at The Hall: An update!
Chris North

I am delighted to have joined the Hall School as Head of
Computing and Digital Learning. During my short time at the
school, I have been encouraged by the enthusiasm the boys have
towards computing and more specifically, coding. Motivating
children about coding is something that I feel very passionate
about, stemming from my own experience of programming as
a boy. I distinctly remember the first line of code that I wrote
which contained the text ‘hello world’. I’ve been experiencing a
real sense of deja vu at seeing some of the Hall boys at the early
stages of coding!

coding skills beyond the classroom. Some of the more able boys
in the school have taken full advantage of the clubs on offer
to them (the Middle School ‘Code Club’ and the Senior School
‘Advanced Coding and Electronics Club’). Already this has proved
to be hugely popular and, more importantly, those boys who
are exceeding expectations in lessons are using programming
packages such as Python and HTML. Year 7 and 8 boys have
been working hard to assemble physical devices, including the
Raspberry Pi, the Arduino, the Makey-Makey kit and Lego WeDo. Inevitably, with the vast range of extracurricular activities
that are on offer, the boys will become more advanced in their
computing skills and one of my challenges will be how to meet

Impressively boys have created their own
games, building upon the programming
skills introduced to them. The games proved
to be very unique and the boys certainly
enjoyed a sense of ownership.
All the boys in the school will be coding at some point in the year
and some have already made a start. One of the more popular
coding packages, Scratch (which is free to download), has proved
very popular amongst Year 5 coders as part of their computing
lessons. Impressively boys have created their own games,
building upon the programming skills introduced to them. The
games proved to be very unique and the boys certainly enjoyed
a sense of ownership. Further up the school, Year 6 boys have
been working on a KODU project, replicating the process of game
design in the real world: programming their game, testing out
each other’s and lastly designing the case insert and label- the
full package! The Junior School have enjoyed exploring control
and monitoring and have taken advantage of the new equipment
we have invested in including Rugged Racers in Reception,
BeeBots in Year 1 and Year 2 and ProBots in Year 3.
Several boys have shown a keen interest in extending their

www.hallschool.co.uk
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the needs of children as they become more fluent programmers.
Other areas of computing currently being developed include
internet safety, which is being taught throughout the school
and will look forward to a focus day in the New Year focused on
cyber-bullying. Informing the boys at the school about how to
keep safe and be a responsible digital citizen or ‘digizen’ is a vital
skill when you take into account the growing methods that the
boys access computers at home and at school.
We look ahead to many new exciting projects in the pipeline
including the development of the new learning platform. In
addition, investment in computing software and equipment
continues to play an important role in the delivery of computing.
With media spotlight focused on computer science and how it
is delivered in schools across the country, it feels very much a
current topic. It is with determination and excitement that the
development of the computing curriculum at The Hall will play a
key role in creating a new generation of analytical, confident and
reflective programmers.
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celebrating christmas at the hall
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10

governance of the hall
Hugh Davies-Jones

harmoniously for the good of the school. Being a governor is no
sinecure and membership of the governing body brings not only
moral responsibility in looking after both the financial health
of the school and the welfare of its pupils and staff but also it
imposes legal responsibility as well; it requires hard work, regular
attendance at Governors’ meetings, sub-committee meetings
(Finance, Pastoral, Extra-curricular, Estates) and ‘awaydays’ for
strategic planning as well as training days for updating knowledge
and skills. Governors examine and ratify the multifarious school
policies that are required by law and they must not only know what
the policies say but also must ensure and check
that they are implemented effectively. They have
responsibility for appointing the Head and the
Bursar. They need to establish that the school is
playing its part in providing public benefit – an
area that is becoming increasingly important
and complex. Governors also provide a ‘court of
appeal’ in any disputes with staff or parents that
has not been resolved through the usual channels.

Governance of charities has been in the news recently and
publicity has created a focus on how charitable institutions are
run. However, these organisations come in many guises and most
independent schools are set up as educational charities, operating
in a way very different from public charities. In such schools
Governors are similar to non-executive Directors but most parents
at The Hall will have only a vague idea of what they do and how - or
why - they are appointed; perhaps the only gubernatorial contact
is through my annual letter explaining why fees have to rise - again.
So perhaps it is timely to explain how governance is conducted at
The Hall.

Governors are not paid nor do they receive any
reward for their work on the school’s behalf.
They serve the school on a voluntary basis and
the composition of the Board reflects the world
in which the school operates, with each Governor
offering specific skills and expertise in an area,
which is, or could be, of importance to The Hall.
The largest skill set on the Board reflects the
Above all, Governors are the guardians of
importance of – and emphasis on – our core
standards at the school and thus must be
‘business’of education. We are lucky enough to
well informed on the present (by reading,
have the current Heads of Highgate, St Paul’s and
evaluating and questioning
Westminster among our number
the Headmaster’s and Bursar’s
and we also have a former Prep
termly reports, by visiting classes,
school Head (and a former
The largest skill set on the Board reflects the
meeting staff members, attending
Chairman of IAPS – the Prep
importance of – and emphasis on – our core
plays, concerts and events – and
schools’ national organisation) to
sampling school lunches). They
steer us in considering the needs
‘business’of education.
must also help the Headmaster,
of the younger children.
the Bursar and the SLT plan for
the medium and long-term future and find the resources that
On the professional side we have those with accountancy skills,
will be needed to secure this. In order to achieve these aims,
with investment experience, with legal knowledge (a solicitor
Governors must stay in close touch with the school, adopting the
and a barrister) and, most importantly, we have a GP to help us
role of critical friends, but maintaining enough distance to ensure
focus on the physical and mental welfare of Hall pupils. Because
that they govern but do not manage. Day to day management of
we need to pay proper attention to our buildings and grounds we
the school is firmly in the hands of the Headmaster and Bursar,
have a surveyor and property expert on the Board and recently
although both, of course, remain accountable to the Board.
we have recruited a leading PR consultant whose guidance is
valuable in helping us to co-exist peacefully with our neighbours.
Having said all of the above, The Hall is a hugely successful school
Several of these Governors are current parents, past parents
by whichever measure you choose to use. As Governors, we are
or former pupils and two are representatives of the Mercers’
committed not only to continuing its history of excellence but also
Company, forming a link, which allows the school access to the
to broadening the range of educational opportunities which the
broad knowledge and experience of the Company’s education
school is able to offer.
committee. Together the Governors are a team that works together
11
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Me and My tennis
Derin Acaroglu

How and when did you become inspired
by tennis? Were you inspired by anyone in
particular?
My mum and dad always joke that my blood cells are in the shape
of little tennis rackets and these little rackets have been touring
along my body from the day I was born. One day when I was 2.5
years old, they visited a tennis club called Westway just to look
around and they took me along. They tell me that as soon as I saw
the tennis courts and the people playing there, I started crying,
shouting and pointing my finger at the courts. Although my parents
tried to explain that I was too little to go on courts, I kept crying
and pointing at the courts! I guess that was my tennis blood at
work!
A few years later, when I was 5, my parents found a club called
Cumberland where I started taking regular tennis lessons from my
coach who I still have now. Gradually, I became better and enjoyed
it more and more. In conclusion, my tennis career started on that
one afternoon when I was 2.5 years old and I have not stopped ever
since. I was not inspired by anyone in particular but out of all the
professionals, my favourite player is Roger Federer. However, he
always makes me despair when he executes some amazing shots
and makes it look as if he is strolling in the park.

I believe that the training that I do during
the week helps me with my body strength
and health tremendously.

Turfrey. In September 2015, he opened his own academy at the
Georgians Tennis Club in Highgate so I now train at the David
Turfrey Tennis Academy with David and three coaches/hitters
working with him.

What type of training do you prefer? Where do
you have to go to do this and with whom?
There are three types of trainings that I do every week. I have
individual 1-1 training with my coaches, squad training with other
players who are usually older than me, and fitness training to
improve my physical strength, endurance and agility. Altogether
I train about 10 hours a week including fitness. I also go to tennis
tournaments during weekends and holidays. My dad, who takes
me to tournaments, tries to make me more aware of different
strategies and the mental part of the game. Until a few months
ago, I was training at the Cumberland with the Head Coach David

www.hallschool.co.uk

What are your responsibilities each week in
relation to tennis and how do you manage to
balance these with normal life and being head
boy?
As I said above, I train around 10 hrs a week and I go to many
tennis tournaments. My parents are very supportive, they drive me
everywhere and plan my tennis tournament schedule. I know that
success comes with sacrifice so my priorities are school and tennis.
If I have a lot of homework, I sacrifice from my playtime or from
social activities with my friends. I do most of my training during
weekends so I can concentrate more on school during the week.
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What is my greatest tennis achievement?
My greatest tennis achievement in my short career is probably
coming runner up at the U12 Grade 2 Open Tennis Championship
in Bath this July. There were 64 entries and I came second beating
the number 6 and 12 in the country before losing to the second
highest ranked player in UK in my age group. This success led to
an invitation to Nike Grade 1 National Tennis Championship in
August where the highest ranked 32 players in UK were invited. I
played well in doubles and made the quarter finals. Moreover, I
was selected to the Middlesex county team. In the county cup, we
became 2nd out of 42 counties. It was a great team work. I played
both singles and doubles for the team. Overall, this summer was
great for me and my tennis and was something quite memorable.

happiest, tennis is one, football being the other. Feeling passionate
about doing something is so important, not only in sports but in
daily life as well. I feel very happy and lucky that I have a passion
and that I can pursue my passion successfully.
The resilience to get back to playing your best after a horrible
defeat is of great importance, something that the England rugby
team might want to consider! There are quite a few close matches
that I lost and felt awful afterwards. The worst were the ones that I
lost in tie-breaks. These were the ones that were usually followed
by few hours of “I am quitting
tennis” moments. However,
gradually, after so many matches,
I believe that I learned to control
my emotions better and stay
focused on each point. I hope
that the competitive nature
of tournament tennis is also
teaching me how to deal with
failure in life and it makes me
mentally stronger for upcoming
challenges.

Three most valuable/satisfying things that I get
out of playing tennis
The three most valuable/satisfying things that I get out of playing
tennis are physical health, resilience and the pursuit of my passion.
I believe that the training that I do during the week helps me with
my body strength and health tremendously.
I have passion for all sports but among the two that make me

Ski Squad
Katie Davies

Due to Year 8 examinations and a plethora of other sporting
fixtures The Hall fielded a very young squad at the London
Schools Invitational Race at Hemel Snow Centre in mid
November. Every boy skied with great determination and focus.
Our Team 2 won the Under 12 team Event despite containing
only one U12 skier alongside three U10 skiers and Zach Tydeman
gained second place in the U10 individual event!
It is lovely to think that we have so many promising and
enthusiastic young skiers to follow in the tracks of Max Fairfull,
Nat Swift, Aurelien Josserand and Oscar Tangen to mention but a
few!

It is lovely to think that we have so many promising and
enthusiastic young skiers to follow in the tracks of Max
Fairfull, Nat Swift, Aurelien Josserand and Oscar Tangen

It is very much hoped that either next term or the following
Spring we may be able to offer boys the opportunity to taste the
ski experience as a minor sport...
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Beyond The School Gates
Southwark Cathedral
Fordie Brooke

Going to Southwark Cathedral was very fun! Although the
journey on the train was not as good as I thought it would be
(The tube journey was unpleasant and boring).

before. Bob told us about the history
of Henry VIII’s six wives and how
only one survived. The poem for it is
“Divorced, beheaded, died. Divorced,
beheaded and survived”.

Though when we got there, it was fun! It was very interesting to
see how people made ink, quills and books in the olden days. The
books were made with the skin of an animal, which had very hard
skin like a deer. The quill was a feather from a goose’s wing and
the ink was made with water, dye and horse wee!!! According to
Google, it would cost £57 to buy today.

Though when we got there, it was fun! It was
very interesting to see how people made
ink, quills and booksin the olden days.

We began writing our names in quill pen and they smudged a lot
(I also probably put more ink on them than I should have done)
so it came out a bit messy. Then we went with the instructor,
who was called Bob, who told us that Henry VIII had been there

www.hallschool.co.uk
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the Natural History Museum trip
Oliver Barnao

In September Year 1 visited the Natural History Museum to find out more
about their topic – dinosaurs! When we got back we wrote recounts of our
trips, and thought about our favourite bits. Our challenge was to use time
connectives to start our sentences.
First we went on the coach. Then we had a photo on the steps. Next we saw a
skeleton. It was a T-rex fossil. There was a robot T-rex too. Then we saw the
robotic velociraptors, we saw two. Finally we went back to school. My favourite
bit was when I played the no/yes game to find out facts about the dinosaurs!

15

Beyond The School Gates

Our Trip to the Thames Barrier
William Shackleton & Ben Horsell

On Thursday 1 October, Year 7 went on a Geography field trip
to the Thames Barrier and the London Docklands Museum.
At 9 o’clock we assembled in the Middle School Hall for a run
through of the day and to be given our booklets which we were
to complete. We then headed off to Swiss Cottage station and
took the tube to North Greenwich. Once we arrived, there was a
5 minute bus journey which took us to the Thames Barrier and
Information Centre near Woolwich.

the barrier up close. Our group went inside the Information
Centre first. We watched a video on the working mechanisms
and the maintenance of the barrier. The guide also explained a
miniature model of the barrier which had working gates. This
model showed us the positions of the barrier such as open,
closed, maintenance and under spill. We also learnt other facts
about the animals that inhabit the river.
After the Information Centre, we went out to see the barrier
and the landscape surrounding it. Tate & Lyle have their factory
about 50 metres downstream which was like torture every time
the wind blew our way. We then fully assembled, and had lunch
which was much needed.

We noticed that the north side of the river, which is where
Canary Wharf is situated, was much more built up than the south
side which was more industrial. Once we got to the barrier we
had a quick snack and then split into 2 groups, one which went
on a guided tour of the Information Centre and the other to see
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We noticed that the north side of the river,
which is where Canary Wharf is situated,
was much more built up than the south side
which was more industrial.

Next we took the tube to Canary Wharf, where we saw the old
docks and went to the London Docklands Museum. We visited 2
galleries. One was on the modernisation of the Docklands and
the other was a brief look into what life was like when the docks
were in use. The Year’s favourite was the second gallery. This
may have been largely due to the fact that there was an area
called ‘Sailortown’, which was a make believe set of streets, shops
and houses, where the boys could jump out at each other in the
semi-darkness.
The main facts we learnt from the day were that the Thames
Barrier spans 520 metres across the river and it protects 125
square kilometres of central London from flooding caused by
tidal surges. The Thames has a tidal range of 7 metres and the
barrier cost £520 million when it was built in 1982. The barrier
has 10 steel gates that can be raised into position across the
river. When raised, the main gates stand as high as a 5-storey
building and as wide as the opening of Tower Bridge. Each main
gate weighs 3,300 tonnes. The barrier is due to last until 2070,
but there are already designs for a new one or more than one
dotted along the river.
For many of us, we now realise just how important the Thames
barrier is, and also how London was - and still is - under
constant threat of flooding. We would like to thank Mr Sluggett
for organising a great day out and all the other teachers that
came and helped on the day.
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Échange Scolaire Linselles Octobre 2015
Ben Vlasto and Phin Hubbard

Un beau jour d’octobre 35 garcons appréhensifs sont arrivés à la gare St Pancras de très bonne heure
même de trop bonne heure! Destination Collège Henri Matisse Linselles près de Lille en France.
Moyen de transport, L’Eurostar.
Le voyage s’est très bien passé sauf que Reuben a brièvement perdu son passeport avant même
de monter dans le train. Cinq minutes quasi interminables de panique restreinte pour nos profs,
Monsieur Clarke, Mme Davies et Mme Garnier….
Une fois en France c’était à nous, les garçons, notre tour de paniquer avant de rencontrer, pour la
première fois, nos correspondants et correspondantes françaises. Une fois la glace brisée par Jonah
Poulard, qui s’y est lancé, on a commencé à communiquer soit en français soit en anglais… soit par
gestes soit par grimaçes…
Un bon déjeuner ensemble à la cantine (n’oublions pas le crumble en dessert) a été suivi par un après
midi de sport ainsi que des recherches culturelles par ordi……”Il faut se méfier de Google Translate”…
c’était le refrain des prof français et anglais….
Ayant partagé un excellent goûter de gateaux “faits maison” et jus de fruit nous sommes partis
dormir chez nos correspondants.
Le lendemain nous avons visité Bruxelles. Le matin ce fût un quiz sur la belle place principale suivi
par un repas pique nique sous le soleil au jardin public. Une visite au musée d’instruments musicales
après midi nous a tous plu. On a surtout apprécié le guide touristique audio.
Vendredi soir on s’est retrouvés seuls chez nos familles d’acceuil respectives. L’accrobranche,
l’équitation, le foot, le shopping et même un mariage….. on s’est tous très bien amusés ce samedi là.
On se réjouissait également du fait qu’on ne nous a point obligé ni à manger un tas de fromage ni à
goûter aux escargots ou aux cuisses de grenouille sans le vouloir… ouf!
Dimanche matin bien que contents à la pensée de retrouver nos parents ainsi que nos propres lits on
était triste de quitter nos nouveaux amis. On gardera un si bon souvenir de notre séjour a Linselles
et nous attendons maintenant avec impatience le mois de décembre. On fait déjà des projets pour le
week-end d’acceuil à Londres.
Mme Labbé
Pendant 4 jours, nous avons eu le grand plaisir d’accueillir nos 33 correspondants anglais.
Au programme du jeudi 8 octobre, activités badminton sous la houlette de Mme Jéhoulet et recherches au CDI sur la ville de
Bruxelles avec l’aide de nos professeurs documentalistes, le tout suivi d’un beau goûter pour clôturer la journée.
Vendredi 9 octobre, en route pour une belle visite de Bruxelles. Travail par groupes autour de l’histoire et de l’architecture
de la Grand Place. Puis l’après-midi, découverte musicale au Musée des Instruments. Le weekend, découverte de Lille et
activités diverses (accrobranches) proposées par les familles de Linselles et environs.
Un grand Merci à tous pour la réussite de ce projet motivant et enrichissant pour nos élèves. Ce sera bientôt à notre tour de
rejoindre nos amis anglais pour de nouvelles aventures du 3 au 6 décembre 2015.
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Reception go to the London
Transport Museum
Susie Wesson and Niamh Culligan

The boys in Reception went on their first school trip to the
London Transport Museum, where they discovered how
buses are constructed and how they have changed over time.

Boys were able to climb
aboard some historic
vehicles and discover
how travel in London has
changed since horse power.
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STREET ART
Abbie Luck

william mullan

Harris Polychronopoulos

Leo Kurgan
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Alex Richards
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Year 7 boys have been studying the topic of Street Art this term.
Miss Luck accompanied by 5 other members of staff took boys to
join a tour of the Streets of Shoreditch where they were introduced
to a wide range of artists’ work, including the infamous Banksy,
Stick, Space Invader, Ben Wilson and many more.
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Tomos Millward

text
text
text
Works included stencil work, plaster sculpture, mosaics, and even
minuscule paintings painted on pieces of chewing gum on the ground. Boys
were encouraged to consider the question ‘Is Graffiti Art or Vandalism?’ and
were informed about the political messages behind many of the works.
Boys have since been working on their own stenciled pieces, considering
how they might use art as a means of protest.

Finn Lavington

Willaim Shackleton

Freddie Saunders
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Freddie Robertson
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Scouts: The
Chiltern 20
Challenge
Ben Heyes

It all started on a rather cold, grey and cloudy day
at Icknield Community College in Watlington,
Oxfordshire. The Hall School Scout Troop was fielding
three teams: our challenge was to navigate a 25km
course across the Chilterns stopping off at various
checkpoints in competition with other teams from
across England.
I was in a team with Sam Strachan, Felix Arnoutovic
and Jake McDermid. We set off at a steady pace towards
the Kingfisher Chip Shop. There we saw the first of
many marshals in unconvincing disguises out to stop
teams asking locals for directions. Our map reading
was going well but our rather more hard core fellow
scouts in the Wathen Wanderers team had caught us
up by checkpoint 3, despite starting a good 30 minutes
after us.
We kept pace with the Wanderers until the lunch stop,
passing a beautiful deer park and a rather intimidating
field of cows. After lunch the Wanderers soon left us far
behind.
We did lose our way sometimes, but thanks to
everyone’s navigational help we never really got too
lost. Gradually we ticked off all the checkpoints. And
then we were on the finishing straight, going along the
roads we were on in the morning. The end was in sight.
We arrived back in Watlington at around four o’clock
to hear that the Wathen Wanderers had finished in
an amazing 5th place out of 100, arriving a good hour
before us. Many teams came in after us and just before
the presentation The Hall Hoodlums arrived with tired
looks on their faces. They had got lost at the beginning,
but they persevered and finished the course.All three
teams had completed the Chiltern 20 Challenge! It was
an excellent way to round off an exciting and fun day.
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News
APOLLINAIRE

Alfie

aiden
NOAH

Gully

Open Homework
Teamwork was the focus for Open Homework week in the
Junior School this term. Boys researched the topic in any way
they liked at home and then produced a short story, a visual,
musical or three-dimensional piece encapsulating their ideas.
Some highly creative work was clearly in evidence – and the
boys’ comments demonstrate that they enjoyed the process as
much as the end results!

dilan

“Teamwork means working together and
being happy, like firemen and policemen”
Aiden Bhaduri

CLASS 1SM
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ARTHUR
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SAMUEL

Bob

LADI

JACOB

Nicholas

“Teamwork means working together to do
something you enjoy. It’s got to be fun and
you can’t be unkind to each other”
Rayan Chandra

fELIX
kai

rex

thomas
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Samuel

The Cooper Reading

Competition
October 2015

Our adjudicator for this year’s Cooper Reading Competition
was Peter Blair, a housemaster from Haileybury, where he also
teaches English (with special interests in early mediaeval and
Scottish modern literature) and coaches rugby.
The following boys were voted to the finals of the competition,
with the name of the overall winner of each Year Group in bold.

YEAR 4

Will Haywood: The prisoner of Azkaban by J K Rowling
Nicholas Lampert: Gansta Granny by David Walliams
Guy Silver: Demolition Dad by Phil Earle

YEAR 5

“When you’re in a team, you can think of a
good plan together and so you are stronger
because there are more of you”
Vansh Rathi

Ryan Davey: Animal Farm by George Orwell
Toby Gordon-Clarke: Fortunately, the Milk by Neil Gaiman
Darshy Pandey: Harry Potter and the Goblet
of Fire by J K Rowling
Rory Walter: Broccoli Boy by Frank Cottrell Boyce

YEAR 6

Wilkie Dent: Northern Lights by Philip Pulman
Jacob Leigh: Pandora’s Box by Geraldine McCaughrean
Gerald Kavanagh-Legge: Grandpa’s Great Escape by David Walliams

YEAR 7

Emerson Allen: Matilda by Roald Dahl
Ben Johnson: How to Steal A Dragon’s Jewel by Cressida Cowell
Leo Odgers: The Restaurant at the End of
the Universe by Douglas Adams
William Shackleton: The Talented Mr Fox by Roald Dahl

YEAR 8

William

James Claydon: Down Under by Bill Bryson
Phineas Hubbard: A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness
Harry Keith: Good Omens by Terry Pratchett
William Newman: Montagu’s Tales of Terror by Chris Priestley

thomas
raphael

Salomon
www.hallschool.co.uk
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london to amsterdam
Frederik de Mol van Otterloo

Back in the summer holidays, 10 year old Frederik de Mol van
Otterloo cycled from London to Amsterdam, 400 km overall
excluding the ferry trip across the Channel (this did not count,
as it ‘would be cheating’). Frederick aimed to raise £5,000 for
Planting Promise, so that the charity can build a class room for a
school in Africa. “I have never been there, but I want to help poor
people and hopefully this will help them a little bit”.

the evening. Overnight the ferry crossed
the Channel; Frederick slept soundly in
the Captain’s Cabin; “Sooo cool”. Next stop
Delft, to visit grandparents and enjoy some
favourite homemade food!
He found cycling in Holland to be very easy
compared to England; “No hills, no cars, no
dead animals and roads just for bicycles!”.
After more than 90km, he arrived at 3pm in
Amsterdam, to be greeted by his family; “It
was so much fun”.

In his blog Frederik described a little anxiety as he was about to
start the 400 km journey – perhaps his fellow cyclist (his father)
would have problems; what if he got sick? And flat tires? But he
wasn’t worried about his trusty bike; “I call my bike the flying
Dutchman. I am happy with my bike, because it is light, it is fast,
flexible with funky wheels”.

A fantastic £6000 was raised for Planting
Promise, the charity of Rocco Falcone, a
former Hall boy. “He is extremely pleased
with the amount raised, because at the
moment there are various difficulties in Sierra
Leone due to ebola; I hope that my support
will be a real boost for the charity.”

Frederick cycled many miles per day, always preferring to use a
traditional map rather than relying on Google, as he discovered
that the latter tended to direct him to highway routes, rather than
minor roads; “Google always sends you on the highway - it is very,
very, very dangerous for cycling”. So sometimes routes he took
were longer – eg. 115.2 km on day two… but ultimately they were
much safer. By going on the byroads, often the sights were more
interesting than when on a main highway. Frederick saw lots of
wildlife – “The good news is we saw 2 ducks fighting. The bad
news is that we saw 12 dead birds and 2 dead rabbits”.

Congratulations Frederik,
on a tremendous achievement!
Find out more about Planting Promise
www.plantingpromise.com

On day 3, after a massive ride, Frederik arrived at Harwich in
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The Merchant of Venice
Aziz Nasatyr

On the 5th of November 2015 Years 6-8 of the Hall School were
lucky enough to be visited by the Propeller Company. They showed
us a condensed version of the Merchant of Venice, a play about
anti-semitism and morality in medieval Venice. The script was well
edited and although the play focused mainly on the court scene in
which Antonio is tried, and less about Portia and Bassanio, it was a
whole play that made complete sense.

The play included a creative scene of violence. In this scene
Grassiano’s eye was pulled out by Shylock. This was done using a
blood capsule and a fake eye. This gory effect was much enjoyed by
all the year groups.
If they had made any mistakes in the production (which they
probably didn’t) they were all seamlessly covered up and overall the
performance was very good for its length and was a good example
for what we had been studying in both English and Drama.

The play contained a limited cast, people having to play multiple
roles. It was considerably challenging to realise multiple roles
(each with different personalities). Men had to quickly change into
playing women and alter their grace and their voice. All of the
actors were extremely good at this and their performances were
lifelike and captivating.
As the play was on a budget the director decided to set the play in a
prison. Most scenes were either set in the prison or around the jail.
This was a very accurate representation of Venice in that time as all
the religions were forced to live together and (only sometimes) be
pleasant. This was an effective solution for the setting, containing
only a few things.
Antonio and Shylock’s performances were emotional and powerful,
using body language to convince us, the audience of their roles.
When they were sad they hunched their body into a fetal position,
a move which was both ingenious and lifelike. When they were
angry they would make themselves taller, trying to intimidate the
audience and their adversaries.
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They organise for speakers to come in from all differing professions and experiences
- and give speeches and answer questions
with the Year 8 boys.
He was previously working for BBC (creating BBC iPlayer) and
now controls ‘all things digital’ for Burberry. He talked about the
highlights of technology and then answered the questions that
the boys had. The questions were interesting as well, rigorously
answered and gave even more insight into what technology means
in the world around us.

Sixth Form Society

The second speaker, Oliver Letwin talked about politics. He is a
renowned Conservative MP who has been recently promoted to
a full Cabinet member, following the 2015 general election. His
lecture was more directed towards Question & Answers, yet it
was still interesting as all the boys had their opinions and there
was no shortage of questions. They were all answered very well, I
particularly like how he talked about the investment of High Speed
Rail, making Manchester a more popular place, just like London
was and also he made points about how Britain needed to expand
and gave good reasons for the push for a good relationship with
China.

Thomas Coleman

At the Hall, there is a fantastic opportunity for the Year 8 boys
to take part in the Sixth Form Society Meetings. These are
organised by the two heads of the Sixth Form - Ben Vlasto and
Thomas Coleman. They organise for speakers to come in - from
all differing professions and experiences - and give speeches and
answer questions with the Year 8 boys. For this term, there have
been two speakers - Oliver Letwin and Daniel Heaf.

After some of the Lectures, there is a dinner, which the speaker
would attend to and talk further, on a more personal level, with
the boys and the Headmaster. Unfortunately, Oliver Letwin
couldn’t make it to the dinner this time, but there are still more
planned for future speakers and the dinner went on even in his
absence. It was a great meal and also a great chance to socialise
and talk over a nice dinner.

Daniel Heaf came in to give a fascinating lecture about his job and
what it involves. He is the head of digital commerce for Burberry
and talked about his passions and why he loves what he does.
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3G’s The Magic Box

we british
Andrew Marr

“If there is a single
art which the people
of these islands have
excelled at, beyond
all others, it is
surely poetry.”
Our new series, lecture@
TheHall was launched in
style by Andrew Marr in
October. Speaking about
his new book WE BRITISH,
on the eve of National
Poetry Day, Mr Marr
entertained with excerpts
and snippets of poetry
and prose from across the
centuries.
His series of readings illustrating how poetry of the past
reflects the issues of today included Walter Raleigh’s The
Lie, which rails against corruption in the church and state,
elements from the works of William Shakespeare and William
Wordsworth as well as verses from less familiar figures such as
Anne Askew and Anne Bradstreet, and anonymous writers of
medieval ballads.
“I can’t remember British history being told in this way,
through the directness of poetry,” said Mr. Marr, “But if we
want to get a real sense of what life was like in early medieval
England, or how people felt about the plague or the fanaticism
of the wars of religion; or the trauma of the slow decline of
religion during the arrival of science, then the witness offered
by great poetry is a very good way in”.
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I will put in my box
the paradise of a paradise island,
a world unpolluted - full of kind and caring people,
the purr of my first born cat,
the touch of my first toy.
I will put in my box
the crackling of a sizzling sausage,
the snoring of a slithering snake,
the cold ice from the River Styx,
the voice from the singing sirens.
I will put in my box
a sun with twenty moons around it,
a pair of egg-phones and a hundred house points,
a big piece of yummy pizza,
the ancient friends of Zeus and Hera.
I will put in my box
a bull as red as fire,
a snowman who survived the summer,
the cutest bouncing black bunny,
the toe from a terrifying T-Rex.
I will put in my box
a Miss Gill sandwich,
all of 3G’s marbles,
a black bag with floo powder,
the squirrel that stays in my garden.
I will put in my box
the first winter’s soft snowflake,
the first raindrop that fell in Africa,
some everlasting headphones to make the world
mute,
the first breeze on my face.

Poems by
3H written
during
poetry
week
These are based on
‘kennings’ - an old type
of Norse poetry.

Footballer
By Salomon Snijders
and Jack Walsh
Super striker
Daring defender
Tough tackler
Shin hacker
Water drinker
Ball kicker
Rule breaker
Penalty taker
Drop kicker
Side scorer
Champion cheerer
Jersey wearer
Goal scorer
Stud stamper
Hand shaker
Time waster

I will put in my box
a ballistic baseball player stepping up to the plate,
the blood of a dying snake,
ten drops of golden raindrops from the sky,
a world of everlasting bunnies.

By Julian Herbst and
Oliver Saunders

I will put in my box
a portal to planets with pink and purple statues,
an enormous caramel marshmallow,
the gentle breeze on my face,
a crazy candy-land that remakes itself.

Crook Chaser
Jail locker
Handcuff carrier
Decent detective

My box is fashioned from Ender pearl.
Its corners are pure diamond.
The hinges are Zeus’s lightning bolts.
Its key is made of a blood red ruby.
I shall trap myself in my box and play hide and seek,
and run through the clouds dancing with the Gods
and Goddesses.
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Policeman

Suit wearer
People talker
Burglar spotter
Ruins guarder
Street patroller
Crime fighter
City protector
Car driver

the black death in england
Prof. Mark Bailey

Prof. Mark Bailey, High Master of St. Paul’s School and visiting
Professor of Medieval History at the University of East Anglia,
entertained an audience of boys, teachers, parents and members
of the local community in early December, when he delivered a
gripping lecture on the Black Death, asking whether it was ‘an
environmental catastrophe or an economic miracle?’

illustrations showing that development in recent research methods
have led to exciting discoveries enhancing our understanding of
the Black Death were also thought-provoking.
Prof. Bailey’s admission relating to a favourite ‘hobby’, investigating
local records in communities such as village churches, no doubt
sparked ideas for history research in some of the audience too…
He was modest in reporting that this pastime had led to the
discovery that the inhabitants of one village in East Anglia were
apparently immune to the Black Death – a major finding which
rather surprised the academic world!

Boys from a range of local prep schools as well as The Hall were
suitably engrossed by the grislier parts of the talk, focussing on
the parasites which transmitted the Plague and the gory effects of
the disease upon the human body! On a more serious note, one of
Prof. Bailey’s key arguments was that the Black Death changed the
course of history by precipitating the decline of feudalism and land
tenure in the ‘West’, whereas it was not until the late 1800s that
serfdom was finally abolished in Eastern Europe and Russia. His

A wonderful evening was finished off by Prof Bailey answering
varied and lively questions for over forty minutes, from an
evidently spellbound audience!

The Hall 125th Anniversary
Celebration CD
The CD cover was created by Zubin Cramsie
We hope you will enjoy the music
featured on the CD recorded and
compiled by the Music School during the
school’s 125th Anniversary Year.

experiences and delighting in the School’s enduring talent
and endeavour. Nowhere was this ‘Hall spirit’ more apparent
than in the concerts and exhibitions held over the year, where
the artistic talents of former pupils and current students were
brought together in celebration of our common values and
traditions.

The academic year 2014 – 2015 was a
milestone for The Hall, during which a
marvellous range of events took place in
celebration of the school’s 125th Anniversary. The events brought
together pupils, teachers and parents from across the decades,
providing opportunities for sharing and reflecting on schoolday

The CD contains pieces of music played and recorded during the
year of celebration. We hope that as you listen you will appreciate
not only the technical expertise of the young players, but also
their expressiveness and passion for music.
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Sport
FOOTBALL
Chris MacFarlane, Graham Cottam, James Chapman, Robbie Wilson,
Paul Martin, Ben Rowland

During the past 14 weeks, over 220 competitive matches have taken place
against other schools with all boys from year 4 – 8 having the opportunity
to play. The new and ever-improving Hall School ‘Wilf Slack’ Sports
Ground is a fantastic place for the boys to learn and we have hosted some
great match afternoons this term.
The 1st team have improved over the season, culminating in a recent
Durston House tournament win. Unbeaten on the day, we were victorious
against 7 of the 9 schools we faced and the other two matches were drawn.
The team faced some tough 11-a-side fixtures, narrowly losing to UCS,
drawing against City of London but beating Arnold House, Wetherby and
Northbridge to name a few. The 2nds have been undefeated all season
playing some brilliant football. The most impressive performances were
in victories against Westminster School and Wetherby School along
with a very convincing win over Arnold House. This has meant that the
competition for the 1st team spots has been tough this year, with 20 boys
getting their chance to stake a claim to play 1st team football which has
been brilliant to see.
The 3rds and 4ths squads, led by James Chapman and Robbie Wilson, have
worked hard on maintaining possession and winning the ball back as a
team. The 3rd team put on some great performances, only losing one of
their eight matches, while the 4th team showed the benefits of working as
a team and ended a fantastic season unbeaten.
The 5th and 6th team squad had an enjoyable football season. Coaching
sessions focused on developing a good first touch, good passing technique
and also good movement off the ball. Although we find difficulty in
securing opposition for school matches, the boys remained highly
motivated throughout the term which made coaching very enjoyable.
The competition has been strong this year in senior football and there
have been a number of boys moving up and down in the various squads.
There were plenty of fixtures too. Our results were very good and in most
matches there was a determined and consistent desire to do our best. Mr
Sluggett and Mr Cottam delivered a range of skill development sessions
and a number of boys trained hard and made the transfer to the 5th and
6th Squad. The Colts have had a mixed season with a few heavy defeats
as well as inflicting some heavy defeats of their own. The top Colts team
have had a challenging journey and on many occasions had to bounce back
from difficult fixtures but boys showed great resilience. The Colts have
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shown good attitude and participation – each boy has represented
the school in fixtures and all can be commended for keeping his
effort levels high. Well done, Y6!
Year 5 and Year 4 have shown good progress in the competitive
Middle School football environment, not least in the recent House
Matches! Year 5 started the term on a high note as 8 boys travelled
to Vincent Square to play in the Westminster 6-aside tournament.
Although early in the season, the boys played organised football
with an impressive work rate. Their determination landed them in
the final where they were able to take the title to become the first
school to win the tournament for a second time. All the boys in Year
5 have had an opportunity to represent the school on the football
pitch this term and I have been impressed by their teamwork and
desire to do well. There is much talent in this Year group and the D
and E teams are some of the strongest that we have seen. Well done
to all the boys.
It has been an exciting time in year 4 with the boys getting used to
the formality and rules of games against opposition schools. We
started with a big ‘ALL PLAY’ fixture away to Arnold House, where
we were extremely pleased with the football and the behaviour
on show. Since then, as a group, they have improved their game
understanding and have recorded positive results overall. Every
boy in the year group has played at least 5 competitive games and
contributed well. We have also just completed the House Football
tournament which went down to goal difference, Blue House
coming out victorious. A great start for all in competitive sport at
The Hall.

Junior School Sport
Chris MacFarlane

In the Junior School, Reception and Year 1 have started having
P.E lessons and gymnastic lessons focusing on the basic
foundation skills needed for all sports. This term there has been
an emphasis on football and basketball skills, although with the
Rugby World Cup on show a couple of sessions with the rugby
ball could not be resisted! Year 2 continue their football and
basketball skill development complemented by their gymnastic
lessons. Year 3 enjoy the chance for more space in the Senior
School Yard for PE lessons andat Wilf Slack on Friday afternoons.
Their football is starting to take shape and gymnastics continues
to provide balance, rolling, jumping, landing and movement
awareness.

No football report is complete without our thanks to Jana and Mrs
Casey for providing the ‘teas’ after our fixtures. They are much
appreciated by all. Thank you!

fencing
London U13 foil team fencing competition

The Year 3 football term culminates with the annual ‘World Cup’
competition played over the second half of term. Equal teams
are allocated their ‘country name’, they set about organising their
training and enter into the round robin competition. Points are
skilfully allocated for victory, drawn matches, behaviour and
sportsmanship. This competition lays the framework for the first
matches against other schools which commence in Year 4.

Fencers Kasra
Shakib. Phelim
Owens,
Rupert HalfordHarrison and coach
Irina Buzikova

I hope that all boys continue to enjoy their football and work
hard to improve their game.
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A Life In The Day Of
Rob Clarke
Head of French

I’m currently in my 23rd year at The Hall, which, allowing for
the odd ride on the 82 bus, means that I’ve either cycled or run
in excess of 30,000 miles up and down the A41 in that time.
No wonder my knees object from time to time. So what’s the
attraction?
Although the physical fabric of the school has been modified and
improved immeasurably over the years, the essential ingredient,
the boys, has remained pretty consistent. Having been a form
teacher of Years 6, 7 and 8, I’ve seen how the boys develop,
given the opportunities which they are offered. It still amazes
me how much they cram into their day and how much they do
out of school. They are accomplished musicians, sportsmen,
confident actors, articulate debaters, expert chess-players… the
list is endless. In addition to this, of course, they tend to be high
academic achievers too. This heady mix of ingredients make The
Hall a stimulating, challenging and often exhausting place to work.

As a language teacher, I like to know how, once
they have talked themselves into a corner, the boys
develop strategies for talking themselves out.

themselves out. Hall boys seem to have a highly developed sense
of both justice and injustice, although it’s mostly with reference
to the latter when they begin to develop and exercise their skills of
advocacy; knowing when to stop digging is an important life skill.

In my early days, I found it to be a very traditional and somewhat
inflexible institution. It took a while to sell the idea of the French
Exchange to boys and parents, so much so, that in its first year
only 19 boys out of the combined total of 110 Year 7 and 8 boys
were brave enough to dip their toes into the water. With the 22nd
exchange currently underway, there is now a greater willingness
to take the risk, with usually about 70% of Year 8 boys involved.
Initially, there was a simple ‘méfiance’ at the notion of an activity
week for Year 8 boys immediately after the CE exams in June.
Surely if it hadn’t been done before, it wasn’t needed, seemed to be
the train of thought. Now, I think the Years 4 – 8 post exam activity
week in June has become one of the defining features in the school
year, where fears are embraced and faced head-on in Scotland,
Dorset and Devon by adventure hungry boys with dedicated staff
putting their own lives on hold, while on high ropes boys, all
harnessed up, nevertheless hold on for their lives!

Games has always been an important part of my timetable; taking
me out of the classroom and helping to channel the competitive
Hampstead spirit down a different route. I have long since
recognised that the Olympian ideals of taller, faster, stronger
now lie in the domain of the boys, especially in some the giant
Year 8s whom we seem to breed. Nevertheless, there is something
very satisfying about running through Regents Park in the spring
term, with a motley group of Year 6, 7 and 8 boys, looking a bit like
Donald Duck and his nephews.
Professionally, the school has allowed me to do my job and
develop my interests along the way. It has presented me with
curious pupils, an increasingly task-appropriate environment and
colleagues who are both knowledgeable and unrelentingly goodhumoured.

As a language teacher, I like to know how, once they have talked
themselves into a corner, the boys develop strategies for talking
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another research project which considered underachievement across
eight secondary schools in Bedfordshire. The three-year project had
the aim of unpacking the reasons for demonstrated underachievement
relative to ability, while developing insight and intervention strategies
that potentially could be of considerable value in raising student
performance. It is known from studies into ‘value added’ that prior
ability “explains” at best some 50% of the outcome in assessed work.
Little formal attempt had hitherto been made to ascertain the learnercentred origin of the other “missing” 50% of the outcome.

You may be aware that we have established The Hall Habits for
Learning. Emerging from reflection and discussion amongst the
teaching body in relation to supporting our pupils in becoming
increasingly self-aware as learners, these are a set of practices that
we are keen for all boys to develop as everyday habits that underpin
deep learning. Our ultimate aim is for our pupils to have what might
be described as portable learning power – in other words, the ability to
learn in whatever context they may find themselves and to appreciate
that it is possible to continually improve upon such habits.

The students measured themselves against a number of key learning
I wanted to share with you how I have developed a deep interest in
dispositions. Findings indicated that the cohort of underachieving
the concept of learning power and how my thinking has evolved over
students reported themselves to be more static in their view of
time. In a world where we need to be increasingly flexible in our
their capacity to change and learn over time, less critically curious
approach to what, when and how we learn, the concept of developing
and less likely to make meaning from their learning than both their
portable learning power is powerful. I am convinced that teachers
achieving and overachieving counterparts. They also reported less
have an important role in not
strategic awareness than their
only supporting the development
‘over achieving’ colleagues. It was
of our pupils’ knowledge and
apparent that students who are
understanding in a deep and
We strongly believe that developing dynamic learners
underachieving have less awareness
meaningful way, but also that our
who can adapt to any learning situation means working to and self-regulation of their own
focus must be upon supporting each
learning processes and are more
nurture and stimulate The Hall Habits for Learning.
pupil’s capacity to learn how to learn
likely to be passive receivers of
and to carry on the process.
information, than actively curious
and engaged makers of meaning.
They are also likely to be less
confident in their capacity to learn and achieve.

In 2005 I attended a seminar at
Bristol University which presented the initial findings of a team of
researchers who had had completed a study to identify the values,
attitudes and dispositions of effective learners through a factor analytic
study involving nearly 3000 learners. The research allowed for the
identification of a set of ‘dimensions’ that facilitate or inhibit the flow
of energy for learning, and sought to understand the relationships
between these dimensions. One output from the research process
was a self-report tool designed to enable students to measure the
effectiveness of their own learning.

A key element of the project was to develop strategies for the students
to improve their ability to learn effectively and to gain confidence from
such interventions. In particular a language of learning was upheld as a
vehicle through which such change could develop.
As my own thinking has evolved during my time at The Hall,I have
become increasingly convinced that the first steps in building learning
power in the school must involve us articulating the habits required
for successful learning here and beyond. The Habits for Learning you
see on the back page of this edition of the newspaper therefore reflect
the reflection and discussion among Hall teachers, as well as further
consideration of the work emanating from Bristol University and study
of other ‘learner profiles’such as that published by the International
Baccalaureate.

The study found that dynamic, energetic learners have a commitment
to growing and changing as a learner. They are critically curious,
asking questions to delve beneath the surface knowledge. They make
meaning by linking information across subjects and life contexts. They
are creative and imaginative in their learning, resilient when faced
with setbacks and strategically aware of their own learning processes.
Further, dynamic learners are able to learn from and with other people
in a range of learning relationships. They recognise learning whenever
and wherever it occurs throughout life and take advantage of learning
opportunities.

We strongly believe that developing dynamic learners who can adapt to
any learning situation means working to nurture and stimulate The Hall
Habits for Learning. I look forward to engaging in conversations with
parents and boys alike on the subject of ‘learning power’ should you
wish to discuss the subject with me at any point.

My interest in this field was heightened a year later by involvement in
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